

		

Minutes of the Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 2nd March 2026
 
A meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held in the village hall on Monday 2nd March 2026 at 7.00 pm.
Present:	
Councillors: 	Andy Old (AO), Gina Chamberlain (GC), Alison Holmes (AH), Rob Simpson (RS), DDC Cllr. Steve Murcer (SM)
Parish Clerk:	N Alexander (NA) 
Public:		None
1. To note any apologies for absence:  Michael Fraser
2. To note any declarations of interest: None
3. To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd December 2025: The Minutes of the Meeting were approved.
4. Matters arising / action points from previous minutes not covered in the agenda: 
i. Change of website domain name: (NA) confirmed he had registered the new domain name, ibbertonparishcouncil.gov.uk and has received five quotes for the rewriting of the current parish council website to facilitate the migration to the new hosting company. It was agreed that (NA) would instruct the chosen provider to commence work as soon as possible at a cost of £600.        
ii. Precept application for 2026-27. (NA) confirmed the application has been made and an acknowledgement received.
5. Finance matters:
i. Payments for approval: The following payments were approved:
	Payment method
	
	Payee
	
	Purpose
	
	Amount

	Bank Charge
	
	Lloyds Bank
	
	Service Charge (Dec-Feb)
	
	£12.75

	BACS
	
	I,B & W Village Hall
	
	Hall Hire (Dec)
	
	£7.00

	BACS
	
	ICO
	
	Annual Fee
	
	£47.00

	BACS
	
	Krystal Hosting
	
	Domain Name Registration Fee
	
	£12.00

	BACS
	
	N R Alexander
	
	Remuneration
	
	£120.00


6. To Approve the following, IT Policy, Data Protection Policy, Records and Retention Policy, Records and Retention Schedule and Freedom of Access Subject Request: - All items were circulated prior to the meeting for review and all were approved as submitted.
7. Planning – to consider any applications received: None
8. Highways and rights-of-way – to consider any issues: A discussion was had on the various matters of concern in and around the village on both the condition of the roads and the quality of the road repair works undertaken in recent months.(SM) advised the meeting that he has been told there are currently approximately 900 outstanding cases of reported potholes and other road damage issues across the county. As Dorset CC approaches the end of the financial year priority for funds will be diverted away from road repairs to essential services, it is unlikely we will see any non-essential road repairs being done until the new financial year. Not withstanding that all residents should still report road condition issues on the Dorset CC website, even if it has already been reported before by others. 
7. Report from Dorset Council councillor Steve Murcer: (SM) advised the meeting that Dorset C. C. has recently voted on and agreed the budget for 2026-27 at £489m, £50m of which (including an additional £5m for gully and drain clearing) being for highways. 60% of the remaining budget has been earmarked for Children and Social Care needs.
In addition (SM) advised there is concern within the council about the proposed cuts to the Fire and Rescue Services within the county. A number of fire stations are, if approved, likely to be closed although at this stage there is no suggestion this will include the station in Sturminster Newton .(SM) asked that inhabitants of rural villages, such as Ibberton, to be aware of the consultation process which is taking place and make known to those involved any concerns they may have. 
8. Correspondence: E Mail from Annette Newman (7.11.25) - 
(NA) confirmed he had responded to the email from (AN) dealing with all the matters raised. 
On the matter of the request from The Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance ,to site a clothes bank at the Village Hall, further correspondence had suggested this may now be possible at the sports ground in Okeford Fitzpaine. A further e mail received immediately before the meeting from (AN) (not yet seen by some parish councillors) advised that Okeford Fitzpaine PC has also rejected the request to accommodate the clothes bank there. It was agreed that (NA) would investigate how the parish council could support this initiative from the Air Ambulance charity without the need of a physical clothes bank being installed.
9. Future meetings: The Annual Meeting will be held in May (NA) to confirm date.
Close of meeting:  With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.50 pm. 





