


		

Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 25th January 2022

A meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held in the village hall on Tuesday 25th January 2022 at 7.30 pm.

Present:	
Councillors: 	Caroline Doran (CD) Chairman, Clive Carsley (CC), Rob Simpson (RS), Andy Old (AO) and Michael Fraser (MF); Dorset Council councillor Pauline Batstone
Parish Clerk:	M Wilson (MW)
Public:		None
361. To note any apologies for absence: None
362. To note any declarations of interest: None declared
363. To approve the minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th October 2021: The minutes of the Meeting were approved.
364. Matters arising/action points from previous minutes: Covered in the agenda.
365. Finance matters: i) payments for approval: A direct debit for £35 to the Information Commissioners Office and cheque 173 payable to M Wilson in relation to the clerk’s annual honorarium were approved ii) to agree a budget and Precept for 2022/23: MW had prepared and circulated a draft budget for 2022/23. This include a Precept of £600, unchanged from the previous year. The budget and Precept were agreed. MW will advise Dorset Council.
366. To consider any planning applications received before the meeting: None received. 

367. Highways and rights of way – to consider an update on the recent visit from the Community Highways Officer: MW had met Adam Steele (AS), the Community Highways Officer, on 21st December. Key points are as follows:
i) Cutlers Close parking – neither the Owens nor the PC had received a response to the letters about parking for residents. DC Highways have no funds to create a properly surfaced area. Some scalpings might be possible and MW was asked to pursue with Highways
ii) Church Lane – AS will come back with measuring rods to check the height of overhang trees
iii) Back Hollow – this has previously designated for re-surfacing but never gets high up the priority list. CC asked if pressure could be exerted on Highways as the surface in large areas has totally worn away making it dangerous and slippery for vehicles, pedestrians, cyclists and horses. MW will follow up
iv) grit and debris on roads – AS suggested the parish council could order a visit via the Dorset Waste Partnership from the County road-sweeper – MW has ordered
v) Stibbles Lane – works planned last autumn never actually started and AS apologised for not removing the ”road closed” etc signs earlier – they had been on site for weeks. It is hoped the work will be done in 2022.
vi) Allotment Hill – the surface though less than perfect is not in a condition to warrant repairs. 
vii) Green by the notice board – the absence of white posts does not seem to have led to any obvious damage to the grass.
viii) – Speeding – AS said that for any new official signage a full speed survey would be required which would have to be paid by the parish council and cost a few hundred pounds. He did say that if the parish council erected some informal “20 is plenty” signs in places that would not distract drivers and cause danger then Highways would not specifically object. Placing such a sign by the “Ibberton” sign coming from the direction of Belchalwell should be possible. MW will speak to the clerk at Okeford Fitzpaine to see where they sourced their signs. Councillors agreed they would install any sign acquired.
ix) The Old Rectory – recent work by contractors has exposed the amount of grass “creep” from the old setts onto the carriageway, which reduces the width of the carriageway. This does have a natural traffic calming effect but may not be ideal. PB suggested there was more likelihood of Dorset Council digging out the grass if individuals logged complaints direct with DC rather than a parish council approach.

[bookmark: _GoBack]368. Village questionnaire – to consider the summary prepared by the Clerk and any actions arising: The draft circulated by the clerk was approved for distribution. The Chairman and the clerk will hand deliver to every house shortly. The questionnaire result and possible actions arising will be the main item for consideration at the Annual Parish Meeting in May.
369. Children’s play area – to consider progress to date and how best to move forward: Mrs Heal has advised the Council that she is unwilling at present to release any land for a play area. Derek Old has offered a part of his field to the rear of the village hall (near the old cricket pavilion site) as a possible location. If public access is unconditionally available (a requirement for any Lottery funding) this might be a possible location. The Clerk will meet with AO to look at the exact site.
370. Correspondence to note: The matter of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee has been raised. The PCC had met the previous day and Lucinda Fraser has been nominated as it’s representative to work with the Village Hall Committee, which is keen to lead on the celebrations. It is appropriate for the Parish Council to be involved and the Chairman will contact the VHC to discuss plans for the event 
371. Update on Dorset Council matters from Dorset Council councillor Pauline Batstone: Dorset Council’s budget for 2022/23 is to be approved at the first face-to-face meeting of the new Council since it was established. There will be a rise in Council Tax bills of just under 5% as it struggles with the challenges of delivering social care for vulnerable adults and children. Having purchased St Mary’s School near Shaftesbury, this is being turned into a bespoke special needs school to be called Coombe House. The new Local Plan is still at the consultation stage. 
372. Future meeting: The Clerk will consider, but it may be that a meeting is not needed until the Annual Meeting in May 2022.
373. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30 pm.
 





