

		

Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 16th February 2023

A meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held in the village hall on Thursday 16th February 2023 at 7.30 pm.

Present:	
Councillors: 	Caroline Doran (CD) Chairman, Rob Simpson (RS), Andy Old (AO) and Michael Fraser (MF);
Parish Clerk:	M Wilson (MW)
Public:		1
412. To note any apologies for absence: Received from Clive Carsley (CC)
413. To note any declarations of interest: None declared
414. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council held on 11th January 2023: The minutes of the Meeting were approved.
415. Matters arising/action points from previous minutes: None
417. Finance matters: payments for approval: The following payment was approved: chq 182 – Ibberton village hall – hire - £6.00.
418. Children’s play area – to consider the response from the village hall trustees regarding the site and its use and agree a way forward: Following the parish council’s formal proposal to the hall trustees in its letter of 20th January 2023 a response had been received on behalf of the trustees from the Secretary, Annette Newman. The trustees had met and taken legal advice from charity expert solicitors. The key points in the trustee’s response are as follows:

a) The only space available is the smaller area originally offered at the rear of the storage shed. The parish council’s request for a larger area to accommodate more play equipment was rejected.
b) The trustees will only meet on site to discuss the plans once the parish council has agreed to all the legal, financial and operational administration conditions set out in the trustee’s letter.
c) The trustee’s legal fees for a lease for a term of no more than seven years are estimated to be in the region of £2,500 - £3,500. The parish council will be expected to pay these

The parish council had a detailed discussion on the offer made by the trustees. The key points arising are as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk127890311]i) With only the small area of land on offer, the only equipment that can be installed is two swings with the necessary safety surface underneath (a proposal from the trustees for a few small stand-alone items was thought to be dull and unadventurous and totally unsuitable for slightly older children). Even the footprint for the swings is tight, especially as the Jubilee tree is right on the edge of the play area and over time will encroach into the area making it unusable.
ii) There are no other sites in the village that are accessible, central, safe, level, well drained or available
iii)  MW has discussed the question of legal fees with the grant providers. Dorset Council’s grant only allows for an element towards fees of 10% of the grant, so a maximum of £500. The Lottery is uncomfortable about  £3,500 of its £10,000 grant being used for a third party’s legal fees. Using the grant just to get 2 swings and a safety surface is not felt to be a good use of public money.
iv) For the parish council to fund legal fees of £3,500 itself, it would mean the precept for Ibberton residents would need to rise by 500%. There would be no charge for residents of Woolland or Belchalwell.
v) The trustees could apply for a Lottery grant themselves to cover the cost; overall, it would be cheaper. Although they couldn’t recover the vat on the purchase of equipment, that would save £3.5k on legal fees. However, it is apparent that there is no clear willingness from the trustees to accommodate a play area within the curtilage of the hall site. 



Having taken all these factors into account, it was agreed that there was no point in pursuing the project. MW will advise the hall trustees of the parish council’s decision and make the arrangements to return the grant money to the Lottery (£10k), Dorset Council (£5k) and Tesco (£500). 

This is a huge disappointment. A play area for children was the number one item requested by the village in the survey carried out in 2020. It was something the parish council was keen to deliver and whilst it obtained significant funding to create an exciting play area for all ages it did not have its own land on which it could be sited. This has proven to be the project’s downfall
419. Future meetings: MW will organise as necessary.
420. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55 pm.
 





