

		

Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 11th January 2023

A meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held in the village hall on Wednesday 11th January 2023 at 7.30 pm.

Present:	
Councillors: 	Caroline Doran (CD) Chairman, Clive Carsley (CC), Rob Simpson (RS), Andy Old (AO) and Michael Fraser (MF); Dorset Council councillor Pauline Batstone (PB)
Parish Clerk:	M Wilson (MW)
Public:		2
400. To note any apologies for absence: None
401. To note any declarations of interest: None declared
402. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council held on 25th October 2022: The minutes of the Meeting were approved.
403. Matters arising/action points from previous minutes: MW has not yet sought permission from the Tree Officer at Dorset Council to prune the tree by the notice board.
404. Children’s play area: i) potential village hall site – to consider and agree a formal proposal and how to address the hall trustee’s concerns: The hall trustees had clearly set out the concerns and issues that they have with a play area within the curtilage of the village hall. MW had drafted a detailed response which had been circulated in advance of the meeting for councillors to read. Councillors had no comments on the response and were happy for it to be sent as drafted. A particular concern to be addressed is the need to have the site for a “time certain” period. To use the public grant money for the equipment and then be told to quit the site after a short period of time would not be possible.  
Potential suppliers had provided detailed graphic plans of what might be feasible on the site. These were based on two scenarios – the first using the area offered by the trustees at the rear of the storage shed; the second shows what could be fitted if a larger area was available.
There was a discussion about how the trustees might be persuaded to allow a larger space. Ideas included equipment that could be easily removed if a marquee needed to be erected and removable fencing. Whether these are possible or desirable – the impact on a supplier’s warranty and guarantee needs to be considered – remains to be seen. Ultimately the parish council has no leverage over the trustees, who will act in the best interests of the hall as they see fit.
It was agreed that MW should prepare and send a formal proposal to the trustees. It might help all involved if a site meeting was held to see the footprint of the proposed area on the ground. 
ii) progress with grant applications: Grants of £10k from the Lottery and £5k from Dorset Council have been received. The project has also been included in the Tesco “Bags of Help” scheme at the Blandford store from mid-January to mid-February. Depending on how public voting with the blue discs goes, we will receive between £500 - £1,500. The application to SW Trains was not successful.  
iii) update on progress with potential suppliers of equipment: Quotes have been received from Creative Play and Wickstead. Currently these are both just under £15k, although prices are expected to rise in 2023. The designs are broadly similar with swings and a play tower, depending on how much space is available. 
iv) funding summary and VAT reclaim and cashflow issue: MW had circulated a detailed funding summary as part of the budget process. Whilst the cost is likely to be £15k, we have grant funding to cover this. However, VAT of £3k will also be payable. MW explained that VAT arrangements for parish councils are totally different from how commercial entities deal with VAT. As a parish council we can re-claim the VAT but it may take perhaps 3 or 4 months before the money is received back from HMRC. To cover the temporary funding shortfall in a risk-free way MW had suggested borrowing from the Government by way of a Public Works Loan Board loan of £3k.These are easy to arrange and current interest rates are 4.68%, fixed at drawdown, although the rates might fluctuate before drawdown. For a 10-year loan, the annual repayment of interest and capital would be approx. £390. Once the VAT rebate has been received, the money could be used to repay the loan early or the funds could be retained in a reserve to fund future repairs etc. In the absence of any other proposals, it was agreed that if the project goes ahead and there is a temporary funding shortfall then it should be covered by a PWLB loan. The budget for 2023/24 will allow for this. 
405. Finance matters: 
i) payments for approval: The following payments were approved: chq 180 – Ibberton village hall – hire - £9.00; chq 181 – M Wilson – office expenses honorarium - £120.00; DD – ICO – Data Protection Registration - £35.00
ii) Budget and precept for 2023/24: A draft budget and Precept had been prepared and circulated by MW. Given the potential expenditure linked to the play area as described in minute 404 above, it was agreed to approve the draft budget and a precept of £1,000 for 2023/24. For a Band D property, the annual Precept will rise from £10.70 to £17.84, a rise of about 14 pence a week. By comparison other local parish rates in Band D are £42.70 in Hazelbury, £23.30 in Hilton, £43.70 in Holwell, £58.20 in Iwerne Minster and £65.00 in Okeford Fitzpaine.
406. To consider any planning applications received before the meeting: None

407. Highways and rights of way: to consider any relevant matters: PB has had a response to the surface at Back Hollow – perfectly fine apparently – and she will forward this to MW.

408. Dorset Council update: PB reported that a 4.9% increase in council tax is likely; DC is working on smarter integrated care procedures to free up hospital spaces; initiatives are underway to boost tourism in the North Dorset market towns; County Farms have two farms to let but are struggling to appoint a qualified land agent.

409. Correspondence to note: None
410. Future meetings: MW will organise another meeting to discuss any response from the hall trustees.
411. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30 pm.
 





